Students Entering Grades 9-12

Summer 2023 Literacy Activities
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Today, students are bombarded with different types of literacy that
constantly changes. Media and technology literacy have exploded in the
last few years and will continue to do so. Students need to work
competently with consuming and producing information to be proficient
with all kinds of literacy. To help our students become technology literacy
proficient, our summer reading will emphasize investigating different types
of communication.

This year's assignment has two parts. Students are asked to read a book of
their choice and complete assignment one that goes along with it, as well
as complete assignment two. Both pieces must be completed in their
entirety to receive credit. A/l completed assignments will be used as
an ELA quiz grade for the first marking period.

Students needing audiobooks, may log into Learning Ally through Clever

Completed activities MUST be returned to your teacher by September 8,
2023.

Happy Summer



Summer Literacy for Students entering Grades 9-12

Assignment 1: Read a grade-level, appropriate book of your choice and complete one
of the assignments below. (Suggestion Included)

If writing a handwritten letter (choice 1 & 2), the assignment must be front and back of
a page. If the assignment is typed, front only, single spaced, 12-point Times New
Roman with 1" margins.

If writing a new chapter or interview, (choices 3 & 4), a handwritten assignment must be
front and back of a page. If the assignment is typed, two full pages, single spaced, 12-
point Times New Roman with 1" margins.

CHOICES

1. Dear Author -- Write a letter to the author of your chosen book. Explain what you
liked/disliked, ask any questions you have about the story/characters, explain what
you would have changed if you were the author, and mention at least one thing you
will always remember about this novel and why. You MUST use letter format.

2. Dear Diary -- Write a diary entry about a main event in the book from the main
character’s point of view. Include their feelings/thoughts and questions. You must
use a diary format. You MUST use letter format.

3. New Chapter -- Write a new chapter for the book you read. Be sure to keep the
voice and style of the author as you pen a new chapter.

4. Interview -- Interview a character from your book. The interview must have at least 7
open-ended questions. Do Not have yes or no responses.

Assignment 2:

Select two different selections that interest you from the following: poem, song, short
story, blog, novel, photo, museum tour, TEDTalk or anything else literacy. (Selections
Included)



Using the grid, provide basic information for your selection that you will use in
your essay or video.

Source One Source Two

Bibliographic/Reference
Information

Theme/Topic

Key Point(s)/Main Ideas

Author’s/Authors’ Point(s)
of View

Application to My Life

Imagine you are speaking or writing to a friend or family member. They are the audience
for your thoughts. You may choose to write an essay/letter, record an audio, or create a
video that describes your selections, how they are related to a specific theme, and why they
were of interest to you. You'll also include the most important points for each and describe
the author’s/authors’ purpose(s). This section should include any basic information your
audience would need to understand what key information was in your sources, and any
context needed, such as other sources that reflect the theme.

Next, you will move from an informative focus to a persuasive one: what you learned and
how these sources have impacted your life and or perspective (be sure to include examples
from your life and those around you), why they should like or dislike the thematic sources,
and what should be included to make the author’'s/authors’ purposes and perspectives even
stronger. Note that throughout this section, you should provide specific evidence from the
sources for each point, justifying your thoughts with that evidence.

Finally, provide a conclusion that sums up your perspective of your sources (valuable,
incomplete, boring, etc.) along with specific evidence from the sources and your life to
justify your perspective.

Some Suggested Selections

If I Stay by Gayle Forman

The Ocean at the End of the Lane by Neil Gaiman



Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank

I Know Why the Cage Bird Sings by Maya Angelou

Hole in My Life by Jack Gantos

Dear Martin by Nic Stone

The Hate You Give by Angie Thomas

Born A Crime: Stories From a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah
Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom by Lynda Blackman Lowery
American Panda by Gloria Chao

Half Bad by Sally Green

We are All That's Left by Carrie Arcos

African Town by Charles Water

Back by Norah Mclntock

Swing by Kwame Alexander

Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead

The Distance Between Us by Reyna Grande

The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater

Every Falling Starby Sunglu Lee

Aristotle & Donte Discover the Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin Alive Saenz
Born A Crime by Trevor Noah

All American Boys by Jason Reynolds & Bendan Kiely

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo

Bronx Masquerade by Nikki Grimes

Dry by Neal Schusterman & Jarrod Shusterman

Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi

In the Wild Light by Jeff Zentner

I Will Save You by Matt de la Pena



Rubric for Assignments 1 & 2
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Criteria

The assignment
included all the
assignment criteria.

The assignment
included most of the
assignment criteria

The assignment
included some of
the assignment
criteria

The assignment
does not include any
of the assignment
criteria

Organizational

Writing includes strong

Writing is a bit

Writing is brief and

Writing is

Skills organization with clear confusing and underdeveloped disorganized and
transitions and focused loosely organized with very weak underdeveloped
closure that with some transitions and with no transitions
strengthens the writing transitions and closure or closure
closure
Evidence Claim is well-supported | Claim is supported Claim is only partly Shows some
by evidence. Evidence by evidence. supported by understanding of
is used throughout the Evidence is used evidence. Evidence | the use of evidence,
entire piece Reasoning well, but there are is only sometimes but there is very
follows from the some gaps used, with many little evidence
evidence Reasoning follows gaps or and/or it is unrelated
from the evidence misunderstandings to the topic
Sentence Consistent variety of Frequent and varied Some run-on Frequent run-on
Fluency sentence structure sentence structure sentences or sentences with no

throughout

fragments. Limited
variety in sentence
structure

variety in sentence
structure

Conventions/
Grammar

Free of errors in
grammar, punctuation,
spelling, and word
choice

Errors in grammar,
punctuation,
spelling, and word
choice may be
present, but do not
distract from the
content

Errors in grammar,
punctuation,
spelling, and word
choice are frequent
and noticeable
enough to distract
from the content

Major deficiencies in
conventions and
mechanics of English

Format

Handwritten, typed,
and/or digital work
responses followed the
criteria

Handwritten, typed,
and/or digital work
responses did not
follow criteria




