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When they saw the star, they were filled with joy!
11 They entered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then
they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. Matthew 2: 10-11
Greetings and peace to you all!
The waiting, the watching, the wondering of Advent 2018 was replaced with the great joy and exhilaration of another wonderful
Christmas! A time when on Christmas Eve nearly 500 people
heard the Word of God proclaimed for their lives anew across the
UPG! Truly a wonderful celebration and witness to the power and
glory of God come among us!

Now, our eyes turn towards the night sky as we prepare to celebrate the season of Epiphany! Epiphany literally means
“manifestation.” During this season our Christian hearts look to
celebrate the revelation of Christ in the world. First in the magi’s
adoration of the Christ Child, next Jesus’ own baptism in the river
Jordan, then on to Christ’s first miracle in which he turns water
into wine. In all these places, in all these times God comes to us in
human flesh made visible for our human eyes and hearts to have
Christ revealed in our world!
As a community of faith, we continue our visioning process for the
UPG — an intentional time when people within our community are
looking for the light of Christ being revealed within our midst and
how we might best proclaim that light in the world in which you
and I live!
The hopes and prayers of the leadership of the UPG are that each
person who gathers among us would be able to see and experience
the joy of Christ dwelling among us.
May we all be able to move forward witnessing to the light of
Christ which shines ever so brightly within our midst.
Blessings,
Pastor Jerry
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all that is mine. Let your holy angel be with me, so that
the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen."

Dear members of the UPG,
Happy New Year! May
the peace of Christ be with
you.

During the recent Christmas season, we
sang the hymn, "Love Has Come." These words
are the epitome of how much God loves us in the
gift of God's son Jesus. This is the final verse by
Ken Bible (b. 1950) as they are found in our worship book:

A new year lies ahead. What will you do
for the next 365 days? Will you make a difference
in your own life and/or in the lives around you?
To help you focus on what God wants you to be
and do, plan to begin your daily devotions with
Luther's Morning Blessing.

"Love has come and never will leave us! Love
is life everlasting and free.
Love is Jesus within and among us. Love in
the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas.
Love! Love! Praise to you God on high!"

Luther's Morning Blessing is a very beautiful prayer that sets the right tone for the advent of
a new day and a new year. The words help us to
know more clearly that we belong to God and,
because God loves us, God will always be with us.
This is the prayer:

You and your family are wished a most
blessed New Year with God's abiding love and
presence walking with you through whatever joys
and sorrows the coming days will bring.

"I give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have protected
me through the night from all harm and danger. I ask
that you would also protect me today from sin and all
evil, so that my life and actions may please you. Into
your hands I commend myself, my body, my soul and

Peace be with you,
Linda Maule, Deacon

DAVID ENSTROM, a member
of Light of Christ, died on December 13. His funeral was held
on December 17.

died on December 17. Her funeral was held on
December 20.

RICHARD HERO, a member of St. Peter’s, died
on December 18. His funeral was held on December 26.

DONALD BRAMWELL, a
member of St. Peter’s, died on December 13. A
private funeral was to be held.

Please keep the families and friends of DAVID, DONALD, GENEVIEVE, PATRICIA, CAROL, and
RICHARD in your prayers during their time of
mourning.

GENEVIEVE KRIEGER, a member of St. Peter’s, died on December 15. Her funeral was held
on December 22.

REYNA LYNN
was baptized on
at LoC campus.
are Scott and
houser.

PATRICIA VELEKEI, a member of Light of
Christ, died on December 15. Her funeral was
held on December 22.
CAROL LEMPKE SAYLOR, a non-member,
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RAWHOUSER,
January 6, 2019
Reyna’s parents
Kimberly Raw-

WHAT’S OLD IS WHAT’S NEW
The UPG men’s fellowship, which meets on Wednesday mornings at 6:30
AM (St. Peter’s campus), is now opening our arms to any person, regardless of gender, who would like to join us! We are beginning an exciting
new study entitled “Animate” published by the 1517 Publishing House
(formerly Augsburg Fortress). In this study we will be discussing issues of
faith, for example “the radical nature of Christ’s love to the world.” We
always have coffee and wonderful fellowship available. A time for sharing
our joys and concerns is always available and we normally complete our
time together by 7:30 AM for those who need to get to work. We hope that you consider joining us for
this wonderful opportunity.

THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY
Each and every Thursday, many of your sisters and brothers gather with Pastor Jerry
to hear, to discuss, to reflect on God’s Word. Many people seem to be a little intimidated to join the Bible study, fearing that they do not know or understand Holy
Scripture, however, this study is truly designed to offer insights into the background
of Holy Scripture and search out the thoughts and impact of this Scripture in our
daily lives. For many who join us at this ministry, there is a feeling of excitement in
that this time together helps prepare them for the coming Sunday’s worship as we
discuss the texts that will be shared in our weekend worship celebrations. This ministry is currently offered on our Light of Christ Campus at 9:00 AM and our St.
Peter’s Campus at 6:30 PM. Recently our numbers for the evening study have declined, if this situation does not change the evening study will be suspended at the
end of January. Please consider joining us for this opportunity to hear and learn
more about how God calls us to live in the year 2019!

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Consider starting 2019 by coming to the Women’s Bible study on January 15
and 29. Note: We usually meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesday each month, but will
not meet on New Year’s Day, so for January 2019, will meet the 3rd and 5th
Tuesdays.
Beginning in January 2019, the group will focus on the study entitled “The Gospel of John: Meetings with Jesus.” The author, the Rev. Julie A. Knarr, will guide
our discussions and of meeting Jesus as Jesus interacts with various characters
of the Gospel. The study is found in the Gather magazine of the Women of the
ELCA. Each woman receives a copy of the magazine which has many helpful,
insightful, spiritual articles. The time together includes the study time, prayers, and support of each other
on our faith journeys.

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

CRAFTERS’ NIGHT
Monday, January 21, from 6:30 to 8:00 PM, begins a new year of Crafters’ Night. The group meets from 6:30 to 8:00 PM in the UCF Room on
Level 1 on the St. Peter’s Campus. Ring the Church doorbell and
you’ll be let in. Whatever craft you enjoy, bring it along with you and
enjoy the company of other crafters. There are plenty of chairs and a
sturdy table place to work on your projects. Bring your own supplies,
patterns, ideas, and energy! Some work on scarves, prayer shawls,
chemo caps, blankets, baby toys, etc. Show off your craft specialty.
It is a quiet time away from the noise of the loud world we live and work in all day. When projects are
completed, prayers are raised for those receiving the gifts made with hands of love.

GOD'S WORK. OUR HANDS TEAM

FALL COAT COLLECTION
During the fall months, members of the UPG donated over 100 winter coats. They all found
homes in Bethlehem at the Trinity soup kitchen, Northeast Ministry, the Calvary pantry and
the Nativity Thrift Shop. Thank you for helping to keep someone warm this winter.

CHRISTMAS INGATHERING
Members of the UPG collected 130 bottles of shampoo, 24 bottles of lotion,
19 packages of diapers, and 34 packages of personal care products. Thank you
for supporting the Ingathering which in turn supports these local social service
agencies: New Bethany Ministries, Turning Point, Victory House, and Community Services (Head Start) all in Bethlehem; Safe Harbor Shelter, Third Street
Alliance, ProJeCt, and Bright Hope, all in Easton; the Hellertown Area Food
Bank; and Lehigh Valley Children's Services.
REUSABLE PANTRY BAGS
On Sunday, December 9th, reusable pantry bags with the UPG logo were blessed during worship. Members
are encouraged to pick up a bag, shop for the food pantry (check Pew News for suggestions) and bring the
filled pantry bag back on Pantry Sunday, January 13.
THRIVENT BREAKFAST
Thrivent members and non-members alike who have a passion for outreach ministry are invited to attend a breakfast meeting to discuss and
.
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plan Action Team projects for 2019. We need to know who will repeat previous projects and what new
ministries we might do.
Please bring your suggestions to Light of Christ at 9:30 AM on Saturday, January 12 (snow date – January
19). Beverages will be provided; please bring a small breakfast nibble to share.
THRIVENT NEWS
Did you know that in 2017, Thrivent members volunteered 14.4 million hours to help their communities,
and $280 million in total outreach was generated by Thrivent and its members?

Also, in 2017, 88,000 members led 124,000 Thrivent Action Teams, making a difference in their communities.
The UPG is part of those statistics as we continue to do our part to provide outreach to the community by
taking advantage of the support we receive from Thrivent.
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
THRIVENT MEMBERS: Please remember to assign your choice dollars to the organization of your choice by
March 31, 2019. During 2018, $3678 in Choice Dollars was gifted to the campuses of the UPG. Thanks to
Thrivent for helping us "make a difference."

OUR NEXT CONCERT IN THE UPG concert series at St. Peter’s is on Sunday, January
27, 2019 at 4:00 pm AGO Organ Recital. Organists from the Lehigh Valley Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists will perform a wide array of their favorite works from the organ
repertoire. Come and enjoy an afternoon of music. This is a free concert. A free will offering
will be taken at the door. All are welcome.
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“A New Year’s resolution is something that goes
in one year and out the other.” —Unknown
“True peace is not merely the absence of tension;
it is the presence of justice.” —Martin Luther
King Jr.
“Pursue some path, however narrow and crooked,
in which you can walk with love and reverence.”
—Henry David Thoreau
“Learn to light a candle in the darkest moments
of someone's life. Be the light that helps others
see.” —Roy T. Bennett
Good habits are as addictive as bad habits, and a
lot more rewarding. —Harvey Mackay

•
•

•
•

•
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Whatever we are, we are not what we ought to
be.—St. Augustine
The new year is our opportunity to refresh our
relationship with the One who says, “See, I am
making all things new” (Revelation 21:5, NRSV).
Joy is the gigantic secret of the Christian.
—G.K. Chesterton
I have held many things in my hands, and have
lost them all; but whatever I have placed in God’s
hands, that I still possess.—Martin Luther
A Christian cannot help being free, because in the
pursuit and attainment of his object, no one can
either hinder or retard him.—Leo Tolstoy
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Amanda Olenwine
Pamela Celecz
Richard Romig
Terry Knauss
Carol Tullock
Alison Valish
Riley Musselman
Jasmine Swartz
Elizabeth Rolls
Carol Ann Cope
Anna Elterich
Timothy Nonnemacher
Hollie Nolan
Angelina Frankenfield
Jordana Chung
Arthur Faust
Elinor Kuhns
Alexander Lehman
Karly Myers
Raymond Snyder, Jr.
Nancy DeAngelis
Alexis Holzinger
Wendy George
Patricia Schoenberger
Justin Seip
Roma Ziegler
Kaitlyn Donchez
Dennis Newhart
Sandra Halleman
Jamie Lynn Peiffer
Joshua Young
Kerry Isaac
Jacqueline Brueningsen
Madison Langkamer
Jeremy Griffis
Jesse Nichol
David Cope
David Myers, Jr.
Leslie Snow
Geraldine Hottle
Emery Cybuck
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Anthony N. DeAngelis
Mary Ann Erney
Chad Gillette
Angel L. Diaz
Brenda Demyan
Thomas Keim
Robert Moyer
Emily Vasily-Schoeny
Michael S. Keller
Joan Rogers
Joan Erb
Kurt Garbe
Scott Rawhouser
Kelley Schaaf
Joan Zambor
Joshua Anders
Andrea Baggest
Harold Dudeck, Jr.
Lesley DaSilva
Amy Faulch
Frank Wetzel
Colin Dravecz
Carla Dudeck
Ian Eberle
William Hammersmith
Phyllis Hummel
Betty Terry
Sherry Frankenfield
Michael Taylor
Virginia Bersch
Cami VanGorden
Marlene Bender
Nancy Freeman
Chris Kunkle
Patricia Morris
Jack Donchez
Kathleen Gerhard
Sandra Horwath
Aidan Johnson
James D. Nonnemacher
Lee Sauerwine
Keith Young
WINTER WARMTH
O God, you give the winter’s cold,
as well as summer’s joyous rays.
You warmly in your love enfold,
and keep us through life’s wintry days.
—Samuel Longfellow
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Gerald & Shirley Kulp
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Glen & Jessica Lehr

$900, so we were able to give each institution $100.
We truly appreciate the generous monetary gift that
each church contributed.
The following institutions benefited and were
so grateful for the many items and money from the
Christmas Ingathering:
New Bethany Ministries, Bethlehem
 Third Street Alliance for Women and Children,
Easton
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Victory House, Bethlehem

Safe Harbor of Easton
 Community Services for Children (Head Start),
Bethlehem and Easton


ProJeCt of Easton
 Bright Hope (Formerly Care-Net) Centers in Bethlehem and Easton


Dear Friends,
On behalf of the staff and Board at Northeast
Ministry, we’d like to thank you. The programs and
services of NEM would not be possible without the
support of friends and donors like you.
You have helped improve the lives of many
food insecure and low-income families of the MarvinPembroke community of Northeast Bethlehem. This
neighborhood is home to over 2,000 individuals, all of
whom live at or below the poverty level, and are often
overlooked and underserved.
From the NEM family to yours, we wish you a
joyful holiday season!



Turning Point of the Lehigh Valley

Hellertown Area Food Bank
Unfortunately, when I called Lehigh Valley Children’s Services to pick up the items we had for them,
they said they no longer wanted them. So, that brings
us to another question. Should we supply items for
another institution or go with the nine listed above. If
you have another institution in mind, please let me
know at 610-838-0651 or barb1697@aim.com.
The 2019 Christmas Ingathering will be held
at Hope Lutheran Church, Tatamy on December 4.
Again I want to express my deepest appreciation and thanks to all who helped make the 2019
Christmas Ingathering a tremendous success.


Paula

Yours in Christ,

Dear Representative,
On behalf of the Bethlehem/Easton Mission
District Ingathering, I want to express my sincere
thanks to you and the members of your congregation
for the wonderful response to the 2018 Christmas Ingathering program. Each year our Ingathering response for giving is overwhelming.
The response was over 6,300 health care and
other items which were contributed by 20 participating
congregations of the Bethlehem/Easton Mission District. We boxed and distributed all personal health
care products, diapers, children's underpants, hats,
gloves, bedding, games, puzzles and miscellaneous
items. In addition to those, there were donations of

Barbara Young, Chairperson
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Staff of Light of Christ & St. Peter’s Lutheran Churches (UPG)
Light of Christ Lutheran Church
2020 Worthington Avenue
Bethlehem, PA 18017
Phone: 610-691-2321
FAX: 610-691-1506
Website: lightofchristlutheran.org
Email: lightofchrist@rcn.com

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
474 Vine Street
Bethlehem, PA 18015
Phone: 610-867-0519
FAX: 610-867-1249
Website: stpetersbethlehem.org
Email: church@stpetersbethlehem.org

Office Hours at LoC are: Tuesday thru Friday 8:30 AM-1:30 PM
Office Hours at St. Peter's are: Monday-Friday 8:00 AM-2:00 PM
Pastor Jerry’s Cell phone number: 484-333-0433
People of UPG (Light of Christ/St. Peter’s)
Congregational Councils
Jon Terry, Richard Elterich
Pastor Jerry Kulp
Pastor Kurt Garbe
Rev. Edith B. Roberts
Rev. Eugene F. Sharkey
Kathi Raphael
Kenda Riley
Sandy Horwath
Deacon Linda Maule
Marisa Deshler
Lynn Terry
Michel Lloyd
Oraine Roth
Al Radtke
Lisa Mantz

Ministers of God’s Word
Responsible for Administration of God’s Word
Congregational Presidents for UPG
Senior Pastor of UPG
Pastoral Care Assistant
Pastor Emerita St. Peter's Lutheran Church
Pastor Emeritus Messiah Lutheran Church
Executive Assistant to Senior Pastor
Ministry Coord/Campus Coord (St. Peter’s)
Receptionist/Campus Coord (Light of Christ)
Minister of Music and Visitation (Light of Christ)
Organist and Choral Minister (St. Peter’s)
Christian Education Director
Minister of Visitation coordinator
“Proclamation” Editor (oraine@verizon.net)
Custodian
Office Assistant, Custodian (Light of Christ)
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